
Rugby League World Cup & VIY

OVERVIEW

Despite the impact of Covid severely restricting delivery over the past 12 months, VIY �nished 
the 2020-21 �nancial year having completed almost 50 community building refurbishment and 
renovation projects UK-wide, involving and bene�tting more than 500 young people. 20% of the 
young volunteers gained an Entry Level 3 City & Guilds trade skills quali�cation through their 
participation (despite Covid restrictions limiting the on-site assessment of learners) – and 60% of 
those gaining the quali�cation successfully progressed beyond VIY into employment or a further/
higher level training opportunity.

VIY’S TRACK 
RECORD TO DATE

12,063
YOUNG LEARNERS

1,695
EMPLOYMENT, 

EDUCATION OR TRAINING 

PROGRESSIONS

4,568 ENTRY 
LEVEL CITY & GUILDS 
QUALIFICATIONS

626
PROJECTS

1,111 
TRADE MENTORS

Robbie Mieroi, 17 , a student 
at New City College in 
Epping Forest, was referred 
into a local VIY project at 
Five & Heronians Cricket 
Club in Chigwell, Essex, 
to gain work experience. 
Over one week, Robbie 
helped install new �ooring 
and a new ceiling, create 
new seating and storage 
space, and redecorate the 
clubhouse. “The mentors and 
other volunteers I worked 
with were very friendly 
and always had a positive 
attitude which made me even 
more interested in the work. 
I’ve learnt many new skills 
like how to paint properly 
and how to sand walls. My 
mentors Alan and Dan were 
brilliant in showing me the 
right way to do things and I 
really hope I can work with 
them again in the future.”

PARTICIPANT CASE STUDY 

VIY has linked up with the Rugby League World Cup to help grassroots rugby league clubs with 
facility refurbishment projects ahead of the World Cup being hosted in England later this year. The 
�rst of these projects, match-funded by Sport England, has been completed at Normanton Knights 
ARLFC in West Yorkshire, with VIY learners and mentors working together to improve the clubhouse. 
The young people involved were all referred by Wake�eld Council.

TRACY POWER, RLWC2021 SOCIAL IMPACT DIRECTOR:

“Our partnership with VIY underlines our commitment to making a di�erence in our 
core communities and leaving a tangible legacy by improving facilities, while also 
creating opportunities for young people through vocational skills training.”

VOLUNTEER IT YOURSELF  

MARCH 2021 UPDATE

YOUNG PEOPLE LEARNING CONSTRUCTION TRADE SKILLS WHILST HELPING THEIR COMMUNITY
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Skateboard GB & VIY
LS-Ten Community Manager, 
Denham Hill: 
The skatepark was in such 
desperate need of renovation 
and, as a charity, acquiring 
the funds to undertake such 
a project has been very 
challenging, especially given 
the impact of the Covid 
pandemic. The support 
o�ered by VIY and their 
partners has made the work 
achievable, while also o�ering 
local young people the chance 
to have an active role in the 
improvement of a facility that 
many see as essential to their 
physical and mental well-
being.

James Hope-Gill CEO, 
Skateboard GB:  
Really pleased that 
@SkateboardGB has been 
able to partner with 
@VIYproject to help renovate 
and improve skateparks 
whilst giving young skaters 
trade and construction skills. 
Looking forward to seeing 
the scheme grow across the 
country.

Sport England: 
Another exciting new 
partnership for @VIYproject - 
great to see the partnerships 
continue to develop and have 
an impact on more young 
people and local sport and 
physical activity facilities and 
opportunities.

VIY has teamed up with Skateboard GB and Sport England to help upgrade community skateparks 
across the country, starting with the LS-TEN skatepark in Leeds. Over four weeks, 20 young people 
(principally NEET or at risk of becoming NEET) have helped completely rebuild a large section of 
the indoor park’s skate ramps, with 14 of the participants gaining an Entry Level 3 City & Guilds 
Carpentry accreditation in the process. The project was also supported by mentors from Monolith, 
the skate ramp build specialist.

Skateboarding will make its Olympic debut later this year in Tokyo and grassroots participation 
across the UK is expected to grow by up to 10% over the year.
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Careers & Enterprise Co. & VIY

Travis Perkins Group: 
(Safety) hats o� to the 
students at North Ridge 
School and our @TravisPerkins 
#Mexborough branch for 
completing their @VIYproject 
– what a start to a mega year 
of #SomethingConstructive 
with VIY – we can’t wait for 
what’s to come!

Eden Girls Leadership 
Academy, Birmingham: 
Our Year 9 students 
were very busy building 
benches for our new Peace 
Garden. Thank you to VIY 
for providing an amazing 
STEM opportunity for our 
students #VolunteerItYourself 
#STEMDAY

Delivering workshops and projects with schools to develop young people’s employability skills and 
their awareness of the construction sector as an accessible and rewarding job pathway – with many 
of the projects aimed at students deemed at high risk of becoming NEET. Seven carpentry projects in 
March with schools located across Derbyshire, Essex, South & West Yorkshire and the West Midlands.

AMY MCGOWAN, TEACHER, REACH ACADEMY, BATLEY:

“The project was a huge success. The students really enjoyed it and were so proud of 
their achievement afterwards. Some learnt and applied practical skills in a way they 
never thought they could, some were able to work and communicate e�ectively in a 
group when they usually struggle, and one student has full behaviour points for a full 
day for the �rst time since starting at our school and has now said he would like to 
become a carpenter when he is older! Also, the mentors Imran and Saj were fantastic, 
so great with the students and really patient and understanding of their needs.”



CONTACT US

If you’re interested in �nding out more about how you can support or get involved in VIY or one of 
our many projects, please get in touch:

TIM READING, CEO

tim@teamviy.com

STUART RICHMOND. PARTNERSHIPS MANAGER

stu@teamviy.com

07761 666 020

THANKS TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS AND PARTNER

Our projects over the past month have been delivered with the brilliant backing of our major 
national partners: The Careers & Enterprise Company, City and Guilds, Dulux, The Postcode 
Innovation Trust, Sport England, Travis Perkins and Youth Futures Foundation.

MARCH 2021 UPDATE

Paddy Hall, 26,  is a 
carpenter/joiner based in 
Leeds, who joined VIY for 
the �rst time working on the 
LS-TEN Skatepark renovation 
project. “I love the idea 
of showing young people 
how to build things.” Paddy 
joined the trades through 
an apprenticeship in cabinet 
making and now runs his own 
business. “My whole time at 
LS-TEN has been brilliant but 
one of the young volunteers 
has really stood out for 
me – on her �rst day she 
was not really interested in 
doing much and was already 
preparing herself to fail. But 
after some encouragement 
to get stuck in, she was 
fantastic. For the rest of the 
week she was showing all the 
others how it was done and 
now she’s even talking about 
going into joinery as a job o� 
the back of the project.”

NEW MENTOR PROFILE 

NEW HIRES

Thanks also to our local project partners in March: GAP Hire Solutions, Monolith, Rugby League 
World Cup, Skateboard GB and Wake�eld Council. 

VIY is recruiting for the 
following roles:
• Construction Manager
• Communications 

Manager
• Multiple new Lead Skills 

Mentors

To �nd out more, please 
contact Ed Sellwood at 
ed@teamviy.com


